Progressive/Personal Handicap

Progressive/Personal handicap is a method of equalizing boats and crew capability

The dialog for setting up Progressive/Personal comes up when you have input results into a race and progressive is set.

The most difficult bit to set up is the averaging

There are 4 items in Averaging to filter the races that are used 

1
You can set how many of the races in the series are used. The number selected applies to the latest races. If you specify more than the number of races currently sailed then the number of races currently sailed is used.

2
You can then set up how many of the races can be used. What this does is to select races where a boat has a finishing time and is not excluded. If a boat finishes more times than is set up here, in the races as specified in 1 above. Then the later races are chosen

3
You can then set up the number of races to be used that have a better place than the others

4
You can then set up races to be used that have the worst Calculated Handicap

Some examples of settings

I have a series where I want to include all races

I want to Only include the 5 latest calculated handicaps where the boat has sailed and finished

Set 1 above to its minimum value which says

“Use All Races”

Set 2 above to 5

Set 3 above to its minimum value which says 

“Do Not Use Best Finishing Place as a filter”

Set 4 above to its minimum Value

“Do not use Where boat had Worst Calculated Handicap as a filter”

I have a series where I want to include all races

I want to only include the handicaps calculated from the 5 Best Places where the boat has sailed and finished

Set 1 above to its minimum value which says

“Use All Races”

Set 2 above to Maximum number of Races

Set 3 above to its value of 5 races

Set 4 above to its minimum Value

“Do not use Where boat had Worst Calculated Handicap as a filter”

I have a series where I want to include all races

I want to Only include the 5 latest calculated handicaps where the boat has sailed and finished

I also want to Only include the handicaps calculated from the 4 Best Places where the boat has sailed and finished

Set 1 above to its minimum value which says

“Use All Races”

Set 2 above to  5 races

Set 3 above to its value of 4 races

Set 4 above to its minimum Value

“Do not use Where boat had Worst Calculated Handicap as a filter”

I have a series where I want to include all races

I want to Only include the handicaps calculated from the 4 Worst Calculated Handicaps where the boat has sailed and finished

Set 1 above to its minimum value which says

“Use All Races”

Set 2 above to its minimum value which says 

“Do Not Use Latest Race a boat has finished in as a filter”

Set 3 above to its minimum Value

“Do Not Use Best Finishing Place as a filter”

Set 4 above to its minimum Value

“Do not use where boat had Worst Calculated Handicap as a filter”

TO USE IT

In Control, Set up Series & Scoring tick progressive handicap

Note:Every time you calculate a race a new handicap is calculated based on the parameters you choose

There are 2 levels to the handicap

You can use either or, or both

The first level firstly calculates the handicaps that make all boats have the same corrected time in the race

You can choose the Median(Mid) boat or a Standard Boat or an ECHO calculation as the boat all other boats are compared with

Note ECHO produces a fictitious median boat to compare other boats with and has some mathematical advantage to the other systems

Having calculated the handicaps that makes all boats equal you can now limit the change a boat can have

The second level takes the handicaps and averages them

You specify how many races are considered

You specify how many of the most recent results are considered

You specify how many of the best results calculated Handicap are used

You specify if you want the worst Calculated Handicap to be used

Again you can limit the change by either a percentage or absolute value

You can also add extra penalties for coming First Second Third or DNC

The Penalties take effect after you have limited the change

You can also apply these handicaps to the next race or keep them for reference only

HOW WOULD I USE IT? (This is my opinion only and has no backing from any authority)

If I wished to progressively change handicaps each race I would 

I would use Median(Mid) boat or ECHO in each race. 

I would not put any limit on the value of the Calculated handicap

I would filter which races are involved using the filters

I would limit the change to 3%

If I have penalties I would input them

If I wanted to change handicaps infrequently say 2 or 3 times per year then I would create a separate series with all the race results in. All Race results can be tranferred to a Series using Control, All Open Series Select Item

I would then calculate the new handicaps based on ECHO or Median

I would NOT apply the new handicap to the next race

When all the handicaps are calculated I would on the last race include level 2 where I would average all the new handicaps

I would then limit the percentage change in level 2 to say 3%

Lots of clubs actually sail races with the recalculated Handicap being applied to the next race

I would if wanting to do that speak to a club in Australia or New Zealand because they have lots of experience in that area 

Good Sailing

Bob

